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Agenda Item #5

Date:  5/10/05

To: Members, Washington State Transportation Commission

From: Jennifer Ziegler, Commission Administrator

Regarding: Transportation Commission Responsibilities

The Commission agenda for May dedicates the morning of Wednesday,
May 18th to a discussion of Commission responsibilities. Chair Stedman
asked me to update this memorandum for you as a tool for the
Wednesday morning agenda item. I will provide background information
on each of the topics included in this memorandum and there will be an
opportunity for questions and discussion on each topic.

Outlined below is a summary of the Transportation Commission’s primary
responsibilities starting July 1, 2005. This summary is based on
continuing statutory authority, new responsibilities outlined in ESB 5513,
and tasks assigned to the Commission in other legislation.

RESPONSIBILITIES RETAINED BY THE COMMISSION

Washington Transportation Plan

The Commission will continue to be responsible for preparing a
comprehensive and balanced statewide transportation plan. The plan
must be based on the transportation policy adopted by the Governor and
the Legislature, and the applicable state and federal law.

Bond Sales

The Commission is still responsible for the issuance and sale of all bonds
authorized by the Legislature for capital construction of state highway, toll
facilities, urban arterial projects, and aviation facilities.

Budget Oversight

The Commission retains the authority to approve limited transfers of
funds for Nickel projects based on specific criteria. The Commission is
also authorized to approve transfers for Transportation Partnership
projects.

Highway Classification

The Commission is still responsible for adopting a functional classification
of state highways. This responsibility includes the authority to designate
highways of statewide significance and the responsibility to designate a
freight and goods transportation system.
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RESPONSIBILITIES RETAINED, WITH SOME CHANGES

Ten-Year Investment Program

The Commission must adopt a comprehensive ten-year investment
program specifying program objectives and performance measures for
the preservation and improvement programs at the Washington State
Department of Transportation. The investment program must be
forwarded as a recommendation to the Governor and the Legislature.

Public Involvement in Transportation

• In addition to the statutorily required monthly meeting, the
Commission must convene regional forums on transportation
every five years. The purpose of the forums is to gather citizen
input on transportation.

• Every two years, the Commission must prepare the statewide
multimodal transportation progress report. The report must
consider the citizen input gathered at the regional forums, as well
as input from state, local, and regional jurisdictions. The report is
due by October 1st of every even-numbered year, so the first
report is due October of 2006.

• The report must make recommendations in the area of
transportation finance; preserving, operating and maintaining the
system; transportation infrastructure needs; promoting best
practices for use by transportation agencies; transportation
efficiencies; and the use of intelligent transportation services.

Tolling Responsibilities

• $1.5 million is provided to the Commission for a comprehensive
tolling study to determine the feasibility of administering tolls on a
specific facility or a network of facilities. The Commission must
conduct the study with the technical assistance of the Department.

• The Commission serves as the tolling authority for any toll facility
created by a Transportation Benefit District.

• The Commission continues to serve as the tolling authority for any
toll facility created by the Regional Transportation Investment
District.

• The Commission must establish tolls for the SR 167 HOT Lanes
pilot project.
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• The Commission continues to serve as the tolling authority for the
Tacoma Narrows Bridge. Additionally, the Tacoma Narrows Bridge
project will have a citizen committee to advise the Commission on
issues related to tolls. The committee must examine the feasibility
of providing discounts to frequent users, senior citizens, and
students.

NEW RESPONSIBILITIES

Rail Study

$1.15 million is provided to the Commission for a statewide rail capacity
and needs analysis. The analysis is due December 1, 2006.

Public Private Partnerships

The Commission has the following responsibilities under the new public
private partnerships law:

• Approve or review contracts or agreements authorized under the
public private partnerships act.

• Adopt rules to implement and govern the public private
partnerships program.

• Solicit concepts or proposals for eligible public private partnership
projects and select potential projects based on the concepts or
proposals.

TPAB

• All employees of the LTC are transferred to the jurisdiction of the
Transportation Commission for support of TPAB. If staffing needs
warrant, the Commission may assign those employees to other
functions.

• The Commission must designate a staff person to serve as the
TPAB administrator. TPAB must have the opportunity to approve
the administrator and that individual serves as an exempt
employee at the pleasure of TPAB.

Board/Task Force Memberships

• A member of the Commission must serve on TPAB.

• The interim task force on passenger only ferry service must
include a member of the Commission.
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OTHER ISSUES

The Governance legislation and the budget included a Joint Transportation
Committee study on statewide transportation governance. The Governor vetoed
the study, but directed the Governor’s staff to work with the Department and the
Commission to examine the statutory roles and duties of the agencies, including
the new responsibilities related to public private partnerships. The attached veto
message includes more information regarding the reason for the veto and the
goals of the study.

As you know, there are several administrative issues that accompany
implementing these new responsibilities. Commission staff is working with the
staff at the Legislative Transportation Committee to develop a list of tasks. I will
be prepared to talk with you about some of these issues in May, but
recommendations on many of these issues will not be ready until June.

Please let me know if you have questions that you would like to discuss before
next week’s Commission meeting.


